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breakdown and lack of transportation. 

What is our current plan in terms of bus 

transportation with, say, MEO or our County bus 

system? Can you give comment on that? 

5 MR. IINUMA: That's an extremely good question. We 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

are extremely concerned and, as I mentioned 

earlier, we have concerns about our - our 

special needs population, the frail, elderly, 

disabled. 

There is currently a -- two things gOlng 

on. One is to look at not only evacuation but 

also sheltering. We have been sitting in 0 

meetings that have been brought toget r an 

agency, one of our partner agencies, Departrnent 

of Health, and 's been, oh, ongoing for a 

couple of months now. And they bring to the 

table the people that you speak about, MEO, 

Department of Transpo ation, some of 

private sector folks, to look at this. 

We re examining right now \t.le 

would like to come up with a -- a better an 

for most of the dif rent areas. 

There -- ce ainly, it lS a re 

problem. Twice a day in Kihei In 

Lahaina, Paia, 's gridlock. So we rea ly need 

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc. 
Ofe: (808)524-2090 Fax: (808)524-2596 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1/17/06 COW 85 

to look at that situation. Getting information 

out to those individuals is real critical. 

Again, we really need to work with the 

community. We need to ensure that folks get 

proper information, they have their own personal 

plans on how they want to deal with the 

7 situation. And I think that's critical. 

8 CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Iinuma. 

9 

10 

11 
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Members, we are pretty much h t 

where the Chair had a preference to close our 

sesslon today. I would like to take up on 

briefly the next item, but in the meantime, with 

regards to disaster preparedness, I first want 

to thank Mr. Iinuma for making himself 

available. 

Back In December, we did have a briefing 

from the Red Cross with regards to our shelters 

and the need, the amount that we need 

Mr. Iinuma has given us a briefing, basical y 

to deal more, I would presume, with natur L 

disasters. Of course, the subject of saster 

preparedness is quite an expansive topic. We 

could go into other areas. But Members, if you 

have any other questions that you would like 

Mr. Iinuma to answer, please feel free to 
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forward them to Committee. 

With regards to this item, if no 

objections, the Chair would like to Ie t 

4 communication. 

5 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION. 

86 

6 CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Chair would entertain a J..on 

7 for filing. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: So moved. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second. 

10 CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Moved by Member Pontanilla, 

11 seconded by Member Mateo. Any discussion? 

12 Seeing none, all those in favor, signify 

13 by saying aye. 

14 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE. 

15 CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. The Chair will mark it 

16 

17 

18 

19 

unanimous. Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. 

Johnson, 
20 Chair 

NOES: None. 
21 ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

T' J..lnuma. 

22 EXC. : Councilmembers Hokama and 
Vice-Chair Kane. 

23 MOTION CARRIED. 

24 

25 ACTION: Recommending FILING of communi 
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COW-41 DEVELOPMENT OF A PUMP-OUT FACILITY AT 
MAALAEA HARBOR (C.C. No. 05-383) 

87 

4 CHAIR MOLINA: And finally, Members, we do have a few 

5 minutes. I would like to call upon Mr. Parsons 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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with regards to Committee of the Whole Item 41, 

which is the Development of a Pump-Out Facility 

at Maalaea Harbor. The Committee is in rece 

of County Communication Number 05-383, 

Committee Chair transmitting a proposed 

resolution entitled, "Urging the State 

Legislature and the State Department of Land and 

Natural Resources to Expedite the Development of 

a Pump-Out Facility at Maalaea." 

And again, Chair apologizes. We had a 

lot of unanticipated discussion with regards to 

the prior matters. But I would like to ask 

Mr. Parsons to give an overview, and t re is a 

proposed language change to the resol on s 

well. So I would like h to go over th 

And additional - any questions for 

Mr. Parsons, I would like you to forward them. 

The Chair's intent is to bring s 

matter back to our next Committee of the Whole 

meeting, I believe it's January 31st. Am I 
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correct? That is the Chair's intent, where we 

will definitely have much more time to discuss 

this matter. 

So at this time, Mr. Parsons, I wou d 

like to yield to you, if you could give us an 

overview of the matter as well as the pr sed 

language amendments. 

8 MR. PARSONS: Thank you, Chair Molina and Committee 

9 
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Members. 

I am really pleased to see that you are 

taking up this lssue. Obviously, it's one 

that's many of our members of our community 

feel very strongly about, and I think is a good 

example of the squeaky wheel getting the ease 

as far as citizens' action groups bri 

to the attention of appropriate governme 

entit s. 

The Mayor's office has been look at 

s r a little over a ar. We have ta ked 

to community associations. P icularly Don 

Couch and I have been involved with this issue. 

It's not limited to South Maui, but ce ai y 

has been, very much so, a South Maui issue. 

We have met with commercial boaters at 

Maalaea. We have met with people who prov 
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pump-out services. We talked to State 

of cials, Federal officials. 

Clearly, this is in the State's 

jurisdiction, and yet we feel that, as pa of 

the Administration here, of Maui County 

government, that we can assist them in finding 

acceptable solutions. 

In March of this year, a 

Environmental sessment was publis d for 

proposed Maalaea Small Boat Harbor improvements 

that comprised about 12 to $13 million of funds 

with an 80/20 match, so that it's just under 

$3 million in State funds to support what is 

Federal funding for inte sland ferry service, 

which will upgrade Maalaea Boat Harbor, retire 

the cesspools there, put in new sewer lines, and 

septic treatment systems, as well as electrical 

improvements and a number of improveme s. 

lriJe wrote - r s offic 

comments and also ared at ..LlC me 

were held at Maalaea at this time, t 

strongest recommendation that we gave in our 

comment letter was that the State coordinate 

very closely in planning and design with t 

county of Maui. The proposed improvements 
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included one pump-out hookup, and we said we 

felt very strongly that an arterial pump-out 

system that provides more opportunities r more 

slips and more vessels to pump out is 31.r 

To this end, the State Department 

Land and Natural Resources, Division of -l~~l~g C.L~ I 

and Ocean Recreation, is pursuing in this 

legislative session an additional $2.6 million 

that would enable them to concurrently, with 

these improvements, plan, design, fund, and 

construct an arterial system. 

So that is really the -- the long-range 

solution and facility that's needed at Maalaea 

Boat Harbor. 

So with -- with that knowledge, I T 

L 

contacted last week Eric Hirano, who is pr ect 

manager to get an estimated timeline. I 

provided you with a packet. I believe IS six 

pages. And on page 3 of that, there's a memo 

from last Friday that indicates that t 

timel given by DLNR would complete 

construction of the pump-out facility and all 

the other improvements at Maalaea Harbor in 

February of 2009. 

So with understanding that this is 
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probably three years out, to go through all t 

necessary hurdles of design, putting it to 

bid, selecting a contractor, and then 

constructing this, I -- I feel that the 

resolution that is before you today for 

consideration to urge the State to expedite 

91 

could perhaps be strengthened by also asking the 

State to assist or actually to supply the 

funding necessary for interim pump-out measures. 

The Office of Economic Development 

located $30,000 in County funding to implement 

an interim pump-out service. That is under way, 

as you heard in testimony earlier. 

My office was particularly involved with 

this. One of the first things we did is put 

is we designed a questionnaire to ask some 

speci c questions of 25 commercial boaters at 

Maalaea Harbor. We wanted to know how many 

passengers they took f what vJere the s ze c).f 

their holding tanks; t refore, mu d 

0 en d they dis ir wast er tanks. 

And we also asked questions of t types 

of systems that they were using. We wanted 

particularly to know if they were flus with 

salt water, because too much salt water intake, 
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when it's pumped out into a pumper truck and 

then dumped at one of our wastewater facil ies 

could offset the bacterial digestion of the 

effluent, and also raise the salinity 

recycled water that's reused for irri 

So we now have those numbers. 

+: . oJ... t. 

+ .. -; [1 
L .. .L j.J." 

I 

have included both the questionnaire and 

results in the packet that I gave you. 

And we - we got some very interesting 

results from those -- those questions. I 

believe only six vessels reported that they are 

not currently capable of pumping out at deck 

level. There's a few that listed that they were 

in the process of rofitting. Most can -- the 

major y can flush with fresh water. So t.h ,S :::., 

good news. This has worked as an lnce 

we hoped it would. Many of the people t I 

spoke with personal said that they were in the 

process of retrofitting their boats. 

And final , one of the more curious 

responses to the questionnaires, the la 

column, we asked if vessel owners were willing 

to consider a small per-head to their 

passengers to pay for these improvements to 

retrofit the boats and to contract a wast er 
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pump-out truck. 

All but two of I think 22 or 23 

respondents said they weren't willing to add a 

small fee. And to me, that seems an easy 

solution, would be to have that pass-through 

cost of 50 cents or a dollar per passenger. 

But I believe the reason that we got so 

many negative responses is because these 

commercial vessels recently had their sl es 

at Maalaea Harbor raised by 50 percent, and t y 

feel that they have not gotten improveme ,'3 

since their slip fees have been raised. 

So I think that they are tired of ying 

money and not seeing the result. So this comes 

back to the intent of the resolution, which is 

to urge the State to take responsibility and to 

do everything to hasten the process of supplying 

the facilities that are needed at Maalaea 

Harbor. 

So I I have provided some s s ed 

language for your consideration to reflect t 

now that we have a mechanism that allows the 

the vessel operators to contract - to contact, 

pardon me, a pumplng company for pump-out 

service, really, rather than have the County 
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ante up for that, I - I believe that it's In 

the State's best interest to try to find 

appropriate funding to continue the service. 

And I might add that I have also 

contacted Federal agencies, both the 

Sanctuary, NOAA, and EPA. And I have int 

persons in each of those agencies that's ve 

interested in finding Federal funding to 

supplement this as well. 

10 CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Parsons, for that 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

overview. 

Members, Mr. Parsons makes reference to 

the January 17th memo as the Environmental 

Coordinator for the County that he has sent to 

you with, I guess, additional language for the 

title of the resolution as well as additiona 

language for the body of the resolution, and t 

"be it resolved" clause of the resolution. 

So at our Janua 31, 2006 meeting, 

is the Chair's int to bring this matter back 

where we continue with the question-and-answer 

session for this matter. 

Member Johnson. 

24 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Could I ask one sho 

25 question of Mr. Parsons? 
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1 CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Chair will permit you one 

question. 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Because the State gislature 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

is going into session, and because you heard the 

Chair's recommendation that we not take action 

on this now, I see this as something perhaps 

urgent. Is this, in your eyes, something th 

can be delayed, or because Legislature is going 

into session, is it important that we pass the 

resolution out to give that support so t 

would be able to be considered, or in r 

12 opinion, can it be deferred? 

13 MR. PARSONS: Chair? 

14 CHAIR MOLINA: Proceed. 

15 MR. PARSONS: Thank you. I - I believe it's 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

important that it be heard this legislative 

session. I don't think that it's so time 

sensitive that we need to shortcut the ct 

that -- that I am actually proposing a 

subst l change to the intent of t 

resolution. So I think -- it ano 

meeting and more consideration, more t 

And I know there's time par ers on 

people's travel schedules today, and I res ct 

that, and I am willing to come back and be a 
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resource and answer any questions on what the 

Administration has done and hopes to see 

working with the State on this matter. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you ve much. 

5 CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Johnson. 

6 

7 
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And hopefully, at our next meeting we 

will have a bigger Committee. We currently 

only s Members. 

Staff, just for the public's 

information, should this matter pass out of 

Committee, would this require one or two 

readings before the Council? 

Just one reading. Okay. Thank you. 

So if it does pass out of Committee on 

January 31st and would go to Council for on 

meeting, so let's just say roughly early 

February it would pass, assuming it does so on 

the Council level. That being said, s 

Member Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: one quick question, 

slnce ople may want to know this as well as 

myself. 

Rob, do you know how many of these boats 

have begun retrofitting, and how many of them 

are willing to do ? 
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1 MR. PARSONS: Not exactly. I will - I will 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

to bring you up-to-date information next 

meeting because I think that is valuable r you 

to see how effect we have been as County 

government in doing what we can to assist the 

boat owners and operators In supplying this 

service. But ultimately, it will be up to them 

because it's not illegal to dump beyond State 

waters, so three miles out. So as a matter of 

convenience, they might do that. 

But I believe that there's e 

impetus with commun y action group and 

government, as well, that is going to y 

coerce them to do the right thing and - and to 

pump on shore rather than out at sea. 

16 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Could you also, between now 

17 and the next meeting, check on the signage 

18 issue? 

19 MR. PARSONS: I will do so. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

R MOLINA: Thank r Anderson. 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

25 CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you very much, Members. With 
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that being said, the Chair appreciates your 

attendance for our proceedings here today, and I 

believe our next Committee meetings are 

scheduled for Thursday. I believe that 11 be 

Member Mateo's Housing and Human Concerns 

meeting for January 19th, to be followed 

Member Johnson's Parks and Economic Devel nt 

meeting that day_ 

Thank you very much, Members <0 r"t ~~) 

11:12. This Committee of the Whole me ing for 

January 16th is now adjourned. (Gavel. ) 

12 ADJOURN: 11: 12 a.m. 
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